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In this discussion, we will read from Harney and Moten’s “The University and
the Undercommons” to think through these questions and issues such as the
negative function of individuation vs. collectives, and how their insights apply
to German studies specifically. 

This event is open to faculty from all departments, although parts of it will
focus on questions particular to German Studies. Participants are asked to
read Harney and Moten’s text ahead of the discussion. It is available as
Chapter 2 in their book, The Undercommons: Fugitive Planning & Black Study
(New York: Minor Compositions, 2013). The text is available open access here:
https://www.minorcompositions.info/wp-
content/uploads/2013/04/undercommons-web.pdf
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How do we dismantle the racist, ableist, anti-queer, and otherwise
hostile logics of the neoliberal university? What strategies can we
develop in light of the recurrent historical injustice unfolding before
us? What types of commitments and allegiances are possible despite
our tentative relation to academia, what Stefano Harney and Fred
Moten describe as being “in but not of” the university?

https://www.minorcompositions.info/wp-content/uploads/2013/04/undercommons-web.pdf
https://pitt.zoom.us/meeting/register/tJMqd--vpzwjHtXzJY8enUINZcJj5vcnB4xq

